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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 



®»' ats 8 bt. 


April 14, 1973 


MEETING WITH GENERAL ALEXANDER M. HAIG 

Saturday, April 14, 1973 

The Oval Office 


From: 


Henry A. 


Kissinger 



I. PURPOSE 

To discuss General Haig’s trip to Southeast Asia, 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS, fa PRESS PLAN 

A. Background: General Haig left San Clemente last Saturday 
for Southeast Asia and has returned to Washington on April 12 
after having discussed the political and military situation with 
leaders in Bangkok, Vientiane, Phnom Penh and Saigon. 

The deteriorating situation in Cambodia prompted General 

Haig’s trip, and he was sent to Phnom Penh to obtain first 

hand impressions of the political and military situation and 

to make specific recommendations to President Lon Nol. 

During a meeting with Haig, Lon Nol announced his intention 

to make fundamental changes in his government which could, 

if properly implemented, result in substantial political and 

military improvements. In any case, as a result of his trip, 
Haig is now somewhat more optimistic about Cambodia's 

short-run military prospects, 

B. Participants : General Haig and Henry A. Kissinger. 

C. Press Plan: Meeting to be announced. 
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III. TALKING POINTS 

1. Please begin by giving me a general rundown on your trip, 
which, I gather, took you to Bangkok, Vientiane, Phnom Penh 

and Saigon. 

2. I hear that, as a result of your trip, Lon Nol has said he would 
broaden his government and send his troublesome brother (Lon 
Non) out of the country (for three months). 

3. Do you believe that Lon Nol will actually carry out these plans? 

Will the principal figures involved cooperate? 

4. How much and how quickly will these changes improve things in 
Cambodia? 

5. Will the Cambodians be able to keep their lifelines open or will 
we have to continue our airlift? 

6. Is there anything more we can do at this time to help the Cambodians? 
Is our air support as effective as it should be? 

7. I hear that Souvanna Phouma feared that renewed U.S. bombing 
of the trail in Laos would lead to attacks against his forces. To 
what extent should this deter future air strikes in Laos if the 
situation requires it? 

8. Do the Vietnamese (and our people) in Saigon seem as confident 
as Thieu and his group? Will there ever be a real ceasefire or 
will some level of fighting continue? What can we do to stop the 
shooting which still goes on? 
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